House and housing is a long-lasting, multi-dimensional, very expensive commodity full of symbolic values as the icons of dignity and life conditions. So, this study aims to estimate the degree of house availability to different groups in Hormozgan Province, so that the decisionmakers, policy-makers and managers may mostly focus on housing problems for the social classes with low income. This is an applied study that uses a descriptive-analytic method. The geographic area covers the political-official limits of Hormozgan Province in 2006. The statistical data are provided from Statistical Center of Iran. The findings of this study reveal that the first decile in Hormozgan Province enjoyed a mean building area of 65.8 m² in 2006. This was 72.7 m², 89.5 m², 87.6 m², 86.8 m², 96.7 m², 101.9 m², 107.6 m², 106.7 m² and 119.8 m² for the second to the tenth deciles, respectively. The highest mean for the building area of residential units belongs to the tenth decile. The highest index for house availability belongs to the income groups of the self-employed people, and then the employees of the public, private and cooperative sectors with the availability indices of 3.05, 2.93, 0.08, respectively. The lowest level of private house availability belongs to the employers of the cooperative sector. For the self-employed sector, the lowest availability index belongs to the agricultural division with the level of 0.21.
Introduction
Appropriate housing is one of the major challenges of the developing countries. About one third of the urban population all over the world is living in substandard houses (UNHabitat, 2005; Ogue & Ogbuezob, 2001: 437). Such habitats lack healthy potable water,
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November 2014, Vol. 4, No. 11 ISSN: 2222-6990 29 www.hrmars.com suffer from inappropriate disposal of waste materials, inaccessibility of services and major infrastructures, lack of appropriate light, and cooling and heating systems (Habib et al, 2008: 174) . Housing sector has always been a major and important sector in urban economy (Azizi, 2004: 33) ; so that the housing costs include 30 percent of the monthly income of people (Gottdiener& Budd,2005) . Hormozgan Province, especially the urban areas, has been known as the center for organizing the import process of consumable products of Iran for the last few decades; however, there has also been population explosion in the cities of this province, especially in Bandarabbas, Gheshm, Bandar Lengeh, etc. This increasing speed of population growth in different cities of this province on the one hand, and the lack of the required policies and tools for an appropriate accommodation of population, on the other hand, results in wide-ranging disorders for the structural and social systems in the cities of this province. The major socioeconomic problems for the household in the urban areas of this province include the high proportion of dependency or guardianship load, high rate of population growth, high unemployment rate, low level of women involvement in the workplaces, tendency to work in unofficial sectors. The literacy index in poor neighborhoods is less that 80%. The most significant challenges set before the urban policy-makers of the province, especially for Bandarabbas, is the low quality of house construction, improper texture and weak urban services, and construction materials of urban habitats. So, this study deals with the investigation of housing situation among different income groups and the availability of tenancy and the level of ownership for income deciles in Hormozgan Province in order to help planning on housing for different groups, especially the groups with low income.
Research Background
Many studies have been carried out on housing, some of which are pointed here. Malpzi (2010) concluded that the mean building area for the first decile has increased from 57.9 m² in 1996 to 82.7 m². However, this has decreased for the tenth decile from 139.50 m² to 122.1 m².
Case Study
Hormozgan province is a province located in southern 
Figure1. Political Situation of Hormozgan Province

Findings
5-1. Estimation of the Building Area of Income Deciles in the Urban Areas of the Province during the Period of 1996-2006
The average building area was 65.8 m², 72.7 m², 89.5 m², 87.6 m², 86.8 m², 96.7 m², 101.9 m², 107.6 m², 106.7 m² and 119. 
5-2. Investigation of Changes in Ownership Rate and Tenantry for Income Deciles
Totally, the general ownership percentage has decreased in the province from 70.4% to 58.3% during the years 1996 to 2004. The changes in the period of 1996 to 2006 had been in the favor of the tenth decile. The degree of ownership among the ten groups was as follows in 2006, respectively: 61.9 %, 59.5%, 59.5%, 61.9 %, 61.9%, 54.8 %, 57.1 %, 61.9%, 40.5 %, 64.3 %, and totally 58.3%. The percentage of tenantry had generally increased in urban areas of the province from 1996 to 2006 on a decile-based order. Generally, the highest percentage of tenantry in 1996 belonged to the 10 th , 8 th and 9 th deciles. This place belonged to the third, the second, the fourth, the first and the ninth groups in 2006. The percentage of tenantry for the first decile is increased from 18.2% in 1996 to 26.2%. For the second decile, the percentage of tenantry has increased from 8.3% to 23.8%. The percentage of tenantry has changed from 9.10% to 28.6% for the third decile, from 8.3% to 23.8 for the Fourth decile, and from 9.1% to 21.4% for the fifth decile. The tenantry rate has changed from 27.3% to 21.4% for the tenth decile and from 25% to 23.8% for the ninth decile, and from 27.3% to 21.4% for the eighth decile. Generally speaking, the percentage of tenantry has increased from 15.7% to 21.4%. 
